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Kia Ora, Talofa & Greetings to 

Parents/Caregivers & Whanau, 

 

Term 1’s newsletter release was 

interrupted, as we all were, by Covid-19, so 

we are releasing a joint Term 1 & 2 Newsletter - so 

you don’t miss out! These have been very interesting times for us all. 

We are so delighted to now be in Level 1 and welcome your children 

back into our OSCAR House whanau. 

 

We warmly welcome Addison, Ryder, Isaac, Hieu 

Cori & Madeleine who have all joined us for the first time. 

We are looking forward to getting to know you and your families. We 

also welcome back Harper who has returned to OSCAR. 

   

We have had a busy start to the new year. It was lovely to see everyone 

returning full of energy after the holidays and eager to share all the 

adventures that you all had over the break.    

   

Lego, Cars & Knex are very popular at the moment with the boys and 

girls.  The children make different shapes of knex blades and love to 

battle it out.   

   

  Homework:  It's awesome to see the children enjoy 

homework, whether be spelling or basic facts. Our children are all 

awesome readers. 

Afternoon tea: Some children consider this the best 

time ever especially when it's something like strawberry wafers, corn 

chips or rice crackers.  We offer a variety of fruits like watermelon, 

carrots with dips, corn on the cob and there is never any food waste. 

Everyone enjoys a treat every now and then with fairy bread. We also 

have some children who love to volunteer and help distribute afternoon 

tea - until recently when staff have been using tongs.  
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Outside group games: 

We are making the most of the awesome weather. Games such as 

Ultimate Tag, Midnight, Octopus, Stinga Ball and Cricket are the most 

popular and some others enjoy their bikes & scooters.    

   

GROUP TIME: This is 

the time when everyone comes 

together as a group, quietly 

sitting down on the mat. We 

often have some children 

sharing their stories or 

achievements at school or 

outside at mat time.  

  

We used this time to acknowledge children who have demonstrated 

good behaviour and to remind all the children of our 

OSCAR House code of conduct.   

We’ve been awarding a prize from the goodie box each week this term, 

according to our OSCAR House weekly goals. This is a change from the 

group rewards that we did last year. We want to acknowledge the 

children who are working towards our goals.    

 

   Tēnā koutou & Greetings, 

     Welcome to the programme Maebh Murray, Nadia Wilkins, Sean Fitzgerald, Anna Han.  

Planned Activities:  

At OSCAR House, children enjoy a broad range of art and craft projects 

and play lot of group games. To name a few, we have done Paper Plates 

art, Silhouette Animals, Finger knitting, Button Art and some beautiful 

colouring. 

 

FINGER KNITTING: 

Children got to choose a wool, staff 

then tied a knot on the end of the string, loop it 

through pointer finger, hook it over and then bring 

the piece of wool and pull it and then repeat. You 

children might have brought some necklaces, 

bracelets and braids home. 
 

We spent some time learning Samoan language as we came back to Samoan week after the lockdown, 

which kids thoroughly enjoyed as well along with learning to appreciate different cultures. 

 

We play lots of group games to keep our children’s energies absorbed like 

Monte Carlo, Stinga Ball, 10 second Tag, Bats down, Shapes and Cricket 

remains favourite of most of our boys. Our kids have also learnt to be very 

efficient with washing their hands and sanitising them frequently. 



 

As it is getting colder every day, we appreciate if you always 

keep an extra layer of warm clothing in their bag so if its gets 

cold in the evening, they can stay cosy and warm. 

 

Emergency Drills:  

Each of our OSCAR House programmes run two emergency 

drills per term: a fire drill in Week 2 and an earthquake drill in 

Week 6. The children also practise these in their class at school, so they are 

no strangers to evacuations and Turtles. The drills at the programme helps 

to cement our emergency protocols so they become second nature. We 

discuss expected reactions, assembly points and safety instructions with 

the children at mat time in the week prior to the drill so they are well 

informed - the only part of the drill that should be a surprise is the timing. 

OSCAR House Trial Evacuation Plans are reviewed by the Fire Department. 

Your children have become very efficient at drills; we will see if we can 

improve our reaction times across the course of the year!  

 

Annual contact details query:  
Have you moved to a new house? Started a new job, got a new cell phone 

number?  Please do let either the Supervisor or admin@oscarhouse.co.nz 
know if you have had any changes in your contact details. 

 If you have already informed us – Thank you      . 

 

Fee payment information:  

Just a reminder, as previously advised, parents/caregivers will need to stop 
the payment for the school holiday period 6th -17th July. Please 
remember, depending when you started back, you may need to amend the 
final payment to cover one weeks attendance only (this is 50% of the usual 
fortnightly amount) as OSCAR House’s Term 2 is 7 weeks long.  If unsure, 

please contact kelsey@oscarhouse.co.nz.  
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